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AQA (A) AS Psychology

3 Research methods

The key points for this topic are given below, to help target your revision. 

Tick off the points as you feel confident about them. Highlight those areas you find difficult and look at them again in detail.

	(
	The examination specification for ‘research methods’, which outlines explicit requirements.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(
	Examination questions on research methods will be based on the cognitive and developmental psychology topics studied (memory and attachment).
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(
	For methods and techniques, knowledge and understanding (including strengths and weaknesses) of: experimental method, correlational analysis, observational and self-report techniques, plus case studies.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(
	The following factors of investigation: aims, hypotheses, experimental design, the design of naturalistic observations, questionnaires and interviews, the operationalisation of variables, pilot studies, the control of extraneous variables, reliability and validity, selection of participants, demand characteristics and experimenter effects.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(
	Awareness of the British Psychology Society (BPS) code of ethics, ethical issues and how to deal with them.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(
	Features of data analysis: presentation, analysis and interpretation of quantitative data, including graphs, tables and measures of central tendency and dispersion.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(
	Features of the analysis and interpretation of correlational data, presentation of qualitative data and processes involved in content analysis.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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