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AQA (A) A2 Psychology

6 Gender

1
(a)
Only descriptive material would be creditworthy here, with Kohlberg’s theory best covered by reference to his three stages, and gender schema theory covered by reference to the developmental changes in gender schema that children progress through.


(b)
Only evaluative material would be creditworthy here and for either theory that would be best realised by reference to the degree of support from research evidence. Comparison with the non-selected theory in terms of support from research evidence would also be creditworthy, as long as this was done in a fashion that drew out the comparative strengths and weaknesses of the chosen theory. The same would apply to the use of other explanations, such as biological explanations and the biosocial approach.

2
Both theories would need to be outlined here, with a balance attained between their coverage to gain access to all 8 marks on offer for the description of the theories. Comment could also be made concerning the similarities and differences of the two explanations. The skill in answering this question then comes with assessing the theories in terms of the degree of research support they have in comparison to each other and in their comparative strengths and weaknesses. 

3
(a)
Note this question in the first printing of the book is said to be worth 4 marks. However, it should be worth 8 marks as per the answer below. 


As 8 marks are available, a longer more detailed outline is required than if only 
4 marks were on offer. The focus would most probably be on how males and females have evolved different gender role behaviours due to different adaptive pressures.


(b)
Only evaluative material would be creditworthy here and the role of both hormones and genes must be covered to gain access to all the marks on offer. Reference to research evidence to illuminate the role of both factors would probably be the best route to gaining credit, with better candidates also making reference to the interaction of genes and hormones in determining gender development.

4
The command term ‘discuss’ means to outline and evaluate. The 8 marks on offer for the description of the theory could be gained by outlining how biological and social factors are seen as working together to produce masculine and feminine behaviours and identities. Material on gender dysphoria could also be successfully incorporated as part of the approach. The 16 marks available for the evaluation of the approach could be gained through reference to the degree of support from research evidence, as well as comparison with other explanations of gender development, both biological and psychological, so long as in doing so the comparative strengths and weaknesses of the biosocial approach were illuminated. 

5
(a)
Only 4 marks are available here for outlining gender dysphoria, so a shorter, more concise answer would be required than if 8 marks were on offer. The description 
of the disorder could focus on both or either of psychological and biological explanations, but the wording of the question requires that at least two explanations are presented. Evaluation would most commonly centre on the degree of research support for the explanations presented, as well as other relevant evaluative material, such as the dependence on case studies and a discussion of whether the condition should be perceived as a disorder at all.


(b)
Only 4 marks are available here for outlining gender dysphoria, so a shorter, more concise answer would be required than if 8 marks were on offer. The description 
of social influences could focus on at least two of parents, schools, peers and the media. Evaluation of these would most probably be realised through the degree of research evidence they have, as well as other relevant points, such as how parents have a strong social influence on gender in early life that is later replaced by a stronger peer group influence.

6
(a)
Due to the mark allocation of 4+4 there are in essence two separate questions here. For both social and cultural influences a shorter, more concise answer is required than if 8 marks were available. Social influences could make reference 
to parents, schools, peers and the media, while cultural influences could be referenced by describing differences in gender cross-culturally, such as the incidence of other sexes to male and female in some cultures. 


(b)
Only evaluative material would be creditworthy here and marks could be earned by focusing on what research evidence has informed us about cultural influences on gender role, as well as other relevant material, such as that relating to the nature/nurture debate and methodological considerations, such as researchers being biased in terms of their own cultural viewpoints
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