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AQA (A) A2 Psychology

4 Aggression

1
(a)
Social learning theory (SLT) and deindividuation could be used as relevant theories, with detail being created through reference to the component processes of SLT, as long as these were fully focused on aggression, and how deindividuation occurs through different types of self-awareness, such as public and private self-awareness.


(b)
Only evaluative material would be creditworthy here, with SLT being assessed 
by its degree of support from research evidence and its weaknesses, such as not considering the role of emotion in aggression. IDA content could be gained by reference to the simplistic nature of SLT in devaluing the role of biology in determining aggression. Deindividuation could also be evaluated in terms of the degree of support the explanation gathers from research evidence, with IDA material possibly focusing on the practical applications of the theory, such as the use of CCTV cameras at sports matches to make people less anonymous and thus less likely to engage in violence.

2
The 8 marks available for outlining explanations could be gained through reference 
to the importation model and the deprivation model, with the wording of the question meaning that at least two explanations are required. The 16 marks for evaluation could be gained through using research evidence to assess the degree of support for the theories, with IDA content being constructed by reference to practical applications, such as the construction of effective means of reducing violence in prisons, as well commentary on the ethical considerations of investigating institutional aggression.

3
(a)
The wording of the question is such that the role of both hormones and neural mechanisms could be described or just one of them. If both were outlined, then less detail would be expected than if just one was referred to.


(b)
Only 4 marks are available here for an outline, which therefore should be less detailed than if 8 marks were available. The specific role of genes could be referred to, such as the MAOA gene, or the influence of genes on other factors related to aggression, such as upon the production of testosterone. Evaluation could be constructed through reference to the degree of support research evidence gives to genetic explanations, with IDA material focusing upon the nature versus nature debate, especially the argument for an interactionist point of view, where genetic and environmental factors combine to determine levels of aggressive behaviour.

4
The specification lists jealousy and infidelity as explicit requirements to be studied, therefore many candidates would use these to outline evolutionary explanations. However, such explanations must be specifically focused on aggression to gain credit. Reference could also be made to differences in male and female jealousy due to the differing adaptive pressures on the sexes. Evaluation could focus on the degree of research support for explanations, such those relating to levels of violence used to punish and deter infidelity, as well as to research relating to jealousy levels constructed through imagined scenarios of infidelity. IDA content could refer to the non-gender biased nature of evolutionary explanations, as well as the tendency for evolutionary explanations to reduce aggression down to the level of biology, thus ignoring the possibility of environmental influences.

5
(a)
Care must be taken here to meet the exact requirements of the question: that only descriptive material is offered, that two explanations of group display are given and that these explanations are based upon evolutionary theory. Therefore reference should be made to the adaptive value of group displays, for example in warfare, sports events and lynch mobs, with care being taken that outlines of evolutionary theory are explicitly linked to the example of group display being described. For example, that lynch mobs increases the status and dominance of one group over another, giving enhanced chances of survival, access to resources and opportunities for reproductive success.


(b)
Evaluation could centre on the degree of support for an explanation, as well 
as introducing alternative, non-evolutionary explanations, as long as these are used in direct comparison to evolutionary explanations to draw out strengths 
and weaknesses. IDA material could be formed around the incomplete explanation that evolutionary theory provides, on the basis that truly scientific theories should offer complete explanations, which should also lend themselves to practical applications. Reference could also be made to the determinism versus free 
will debate, where group displays are either seen as unconscious behaviours determined through genetic control or as motivated and regulated by an individual’s own conscious free will.
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