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AQA (A) A2 Psychology

3 Relationships

1
The wording of the question is such that at least two theories must be addressed, which could be achieved by reference to factors of attractiveness, the sociobiological explanation and the reinforcement and needs satisfaction theory. Evaluation, worth 
16 marks, could centre on the degree of research support for the explanations, with IDA material focusing upon the practical applications of the explanations, such as for dating agencies, the evolutionary nature of the sociobiological explanation and the gender-biased nature of the reinforcement and needs satisfaction theory.

2
(a)
If two or more theories were outlined here only the best one would receive credit. Suitable theories to be described could be the social exchange theory or the equity theory, with detail being constructed through reference to the stages and principles of such explanations. Sufficient detail should be supplied to get access to all 8 marks on offer


(b)
Any descriptive material here would not be creditworthy. Evaluation could focus 
on research evidence that draws out a comparison between Western and non-Western cultures, for example in terms of voluntary and arranged marriages. Methodological considerations could also be made concerning the weaknesses 
of using questionnaires to investigate this topic area, for example the danger of socially desirable answers being given. IDA content could focus on cultural bias in research, as well as the practical applications of research, such as relationship counselling.

3
(a)
If two or more theories were outlined here only the best one would receive credit. Suitable theories could include those of Duck and Lee, with detail being constructed through reference to the stages of relationship breakdown.


(b)
There are 4 marks available here for a description of how childhood influences adult relationships, so a concise outline of such factors as the continuity hypothesis and how early attachment patterns affect different areas of adulthood, for example romantic relationships, sexuality and care-giving, would be appropriate. The 16 marks for evaluation could be gained through reference to the degree of research support for the continuity hypothesis and the presentation of alternative explanations, such as the temperament hypothesis, as well as what research informs us about the effect of different childhood attachment types on adult relationships. IDA content could be gained by reference to the ethics of investigating people’s relationships and the appropriateness of using Western cultural research methodologies, such as the Strange Situation, with other cultures.

4
(a)
Only descriptive material would be creditworthy and as only 4 marks are available. A concise description of the differences between the sexes in terms of differing evolutionary pressures is required, for example in terms of parental certainty. Material must be focused on parental investment in order to gain credit.


(b)
For the 8 marks available, the relationship between sexual selection and human reproductive behaviour could be outlined in terms of the different male and female strategies that have evolved to maximise opportunities for mating success, for example in terms of courtship displays. Evaluative content is worth 16 marks and could be gained by reference to research evidence, such as that concerning sperm competition and sneak-copulations, as well the presentation of alternative explanations, such as gender role socialisation, and the desirability of generalising to humans from animal studies. IDA material could centre on the tendency for evolutionary explanations to reduce such complex behaviours to the level of genes without a consideration of learning experiences and cultural influences.
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