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AQA (A) A2 Psychology

2 Perception

1
(a)
Gregory’s theory could be outlined in terms of its indirect nature whereby perception is inferred from available sensory data by reference to previous experience and thus is learned by environmental experience. Perception therefore is seen as involving higher level cognitive processing and perceptual set, where there is a readiness to interpret sensory data in a preordained manner. Evaluation could occur through the degree of research support, as well as by contrast with Gibson’s direct theory. Methodological evaluation could centre on the laboratory nature of Gregory’s research, with IDA content centring on the nature versus nurture debate.


(b)
Gibson’s theory could be outlined in terms of its direct nature where sensory data contains enough information for perception to occur directly without higher level cognitive processing. Reference could also be made to the invariant features of the optical array, such as optic flow patterns, texture gradients etc. Evaluation could centre on the degree of research support and the contrast with Gregory’s theory, with IDA content centring on practical applications of the theory and the nature versus nurture debate.

2
Gregory and Gibson’s theories could be outlined in the manner set out in question 1, with evaluation centring on the comparative strengths of the theories in terms of research evidence, the ability of the theories to explain visual illusions and methodological considerations, such as the real-world nature of Gibson’s research and the more laboratory-based nature of Gregory’s. IDA material could centre on the nature versus debate and practical applications. Comment could also be made on combining the theories to create a better explanation of perception.

3
Neonate research could be presented in terms of which perceptual abilities are innate and which are more learned, with evaluation centring on research evidence, such as Gibson and Walk’s (1960) work on depth perception. Reference could also be made to research methodologies used to investigate infant perception and their relative strengths and weaknesses. IDA content could centre on the ethics of such research. Cross-cultural research could also be presented in terms of which perceptual abilities are innate and which are learned, with evaluation again centring on research evidence, as well as on the difficulties of conducting such research. IDA content could centre on cultural bias and the nature versus nurture debate.

4
(a)
The description of the theory could centre on its holistic nature involving the various processing mechanisms that work together in sequential fashion for face recognition to occur. Detail could be provided through a description of the actual modules, plus an explanation of how recognition of familiar and unfamiliar faces occurs.


(b)
Only evaluative material will be creditworthy here so research evidence should be presented only in terms of what it informs us about prosopagnosia, for example the degree of support given to Bruce and Young’s theory of face recognition. Reference could also be made to methodological considerations of case studies and IDA content could be focused on the ethical nature of such research and practical applications, like the development of face recognition software for security systems.

5
(a)
The development of depth/distance perception could be outlined in terms of monocular and binocular cues and the degree to which they are primary (innate and not dependent on learning) or secondary (dependent on learning). Visual constancies could be outlined in terms of individual constancies, such as size, shape, brightness and colour, with the question requiring at least two to be covered.


(b)
With only 4 marks on offer a shorter, concise outline is required than if 8 marks were available, with attention possibly centring on the role of damage to the fusiform gyrus brain area through illness or accident. Evaluation should be mainly centred on the degree of research evidence and methodological considerations, such as the desirability of generalising from case studies. IDA material could centre on the ethical concerns of such research.

6
The theory could be described in the same manner as in question 4(a), with evaluation centring upon the degree of research support, especially from case studies of prosopagnosia. IDA material could focus on the practical applications of such research, the holistic nature of the theory and how the theory demonstrates the process of science through theory construction and amendment.
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