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Edexcel AS UK Government & Politics

2 Party policies and ideas
Part (a) questions

1 Choose two from the following:
· They are associations of people with similar political views.

· They have formal organisations for developing policy and selecting representatives and leaders.
· They normally select and support candidates for representative office.

· They tend to be hierarchical with local, regional and national organisations.
2 Choose two from the following:

· The UK’s relations with the EU. Liberal Democrats want a close relationship and ultimately membership of the eurozone. Conservatives want a looser association and reject the adoption of the euro.
· The future use of nuclear energy. Conservatives see it as a key part of energy policy, Liberal Democrats prefer other forms of renewable energy.
· University tuition fees, although the Liberal Democrats have submitted to the Conservative’s insistence on large-scale rises. 
· Banks. Liberal Democrats want to take a harder line on banks and banking practice than do the Conservatives.
· Tax. Liberal Democrats want a permanent 50% top rate of tax while Conservatives hope to abolish it in the near future. 
3 Choose two from the following:
· The organic society. The idea that society is a single, social organism and not merely a collection of free individuals.

· Support for traditional institutions such as the Monarchy, the House of Lords and the flexible, uncodified constitution.

· A strong position on law and order issues. Order and security are given a high priority.

· Opposition to strongly held political ideologies and principles. They prefer a pragmatic approach to politics.

· Strong support for the traditional family and the values associated with it.

· A preference for free markets and low taxes combined with a pragamatic approach to economic management.

4 Choose two from the following:

· Tolerance – a belief that a wide variety of beliefs, lifestyles, religions etc. should be tolerated in a free society. 
· Liberty and rights – individual freedom and rights should be strongly safeguarded in the laws and the constitution.
· Equality of opportunity – unfair advantage among some classes should be removed and all should enjoy equal life chances.
· Social justice – though there should be free market capitalism, there should be some social justice established through the redistribution of wealth.
· Constitutionalism – the idea that a strong constitution should guarantee the separation and dispersal of political power. Government power should be limited by strong laws.
Part (b) questions
5 Include the following features:
· Associated with Conservative Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher (1979–90)

· A type of conservatism, a departure from traditional conservatism.

· Strong belief in free markets.

· Support for low taxation.

· Opposition to the ‘excessive’ power of trade unions.

· Deregulation of industry and commerce.

· Opposition to European political integration.

· Relatively intolerant of ‘alternative’ lifestyles, belief in traditional values.

· A hard line on law and order issues.

6 Include these main features:
· Associated with John Smith, Tony Blair etc. Dates from the mid-1990s.

· A departure from ‘Old Labour’, a modified and moderate form of socialism.

· Acceptance of the principal that markets should be free with little government interference.

· Support for individualism in preference to some aspects of collectivism.

· Acceptance of the privatisations made under Thatcher.

· Acceptance of lower direct taxation.

· Acceptance of weaker trade unions.

· Strong support for the welfare state

· Strong attack on poverty and lack of equality of opportunity.

·  Support for social justice but acceptance of the inequalities inevitable under capitalism.

· A belief in minimal economic management (monetarism).

7 Explain the following features:
· Support for robust safeguards for individual rights and freedoms.

· Support for a strong, codified constitution.

· Support for decentralisation and dispersal of power, strong regional and local government.

· Support for social justice, including a fairer tax system.

· Tolerance of different lifestyles and beliefs.

· Support for welfare systems.

· Stress on equality of opportunity, notably through education.

8 Choose three from the following:

· Current Conservatives are more concerned with environmental protection. Thatcherites prefer to allow market forces to deal with environmental problems.

· Current Conservatives are more willing to interfere with the economy to restore financial stability, especially after the 2008–9 financial crisis.

· Current Conservatives are more supportive of the welfare state.

· Current Conservatives see the state as more organic than Thatcherites, so favour more social policies generally.

· Current Conservatives are much more tolerant than Thatcherites of different lifestyles and belief systems.
Part (c) questions

9 Include these points to illustrate the distinctions:
· The current party is much less supportive of trade union power.
· The traditional party believed in a mixed economy and managed capitalism, the current party shows more support for the private sector and laissez-faire policies.

· Current Labour believes much less in the redistribution of income, and accepts a good deal of economic inequality a inevitable.

· Current Labour is much more concerned with the environment. The traditional party placed the interests of industry above those of the environment.

· Traditional Labour was suspicious of the EU while the current party is more integrationist.
· The traditional party accepted high taxes and high public expenditure as a means of achieving social justice, whereas the current party supports relatively low taxes and responsible public finances.
10 Include and evaluate the following similarities and differences.

Similarities:

· Both believed in traditional values, especially relating to morality and the family.

· Both have had an instinct for free markets and low taxation.

· Both lay a stress on order and security in society.

· Both have a belief in limited government and deregulation.

Differences:
· Traditional conservatives see society as organic while Thatcherites see society as a collection of unconnected individuals.
· Thatcherites favour free markets and laissez faire much more than traditional conservatives.
· While Thatcherism is a strong dogma with firm principles, traditional conservatives are more pragmatic.

· Traditional conservatives stress the need for a welfare state while Thatcherites hoped to see the scope of the state reduced.

· Traditional conservatives were more likely to manage the economy actively, while Thatcherites support laissez-faire policies.

11 Include the following pieces of evidence in favour of the proposition:
· All three support the protection of human rights and liberties through legislation.

· All support and tolerate different lifestyles and belief systems.

· All are committed to equality of opportunity.

· All are opposed to discrimination against various sections of society.

· All are committed to some degree of social justice.

· All support some degree of reform of the constitution, though they do differ on how and to what extent reform is needed.

Examples of non-liberal beliefs include:

· Some argue the Conservative hard line on law and order may be seen as illiberal.
· Most conservatives place the need for order and security above human rights.

· Conservatives do not support a codified and entrenched constitution.

· The Conservative support for redistribution of income is much less ‘liberal’ than the other two parties.

· Conservatives do not support the dissemination of power to any great extent.

· Some argue that Labour’s foreign policy has been illiberal in that it advocates interference in the internal affairs of some other countries such as Iraq. A similar case is made against conservatives.

· Labour advocates more government intervention in social and economic affairs than the other parties. Some see this as illiberal as it extends the power of the state.
12 Include these aspects of consensus policies:
· All three parties are broadly committed to the retention of capitalist free markets.

· There is agreement on the main policies concerning renewable energy and environmental protection including emissions control.

· All agree currently on the need to reduce the government financial deficit drastically. 
· All agree on the need to lay stress on standards in education..

· All agree on the need to reform the benefits system to make it fairer and to create more incentives to work.

· All agree on the need for equality of opportunity.

· All three parties support the introduction of new high speed trains.

Include these examples of a breakdown in consensus:

· There are differing views on what should be the nature of Britain’s relationship with the EU and the eurozone.
· Labour and the Liberal Democrats believe the tax system should create more redistribution of income from rich to poor than do conservatives.

· There have been disagreements over the future structure of the NHS.

· Liberal Democrats and Labour support electoral reform while conservatives do not.

· There are disagreements over how hard a line should be taken over law and order issues.

· Labour believes insufficient is being done to promote economic growth.

· There have been some differences over the extent to which banking practices need to be controlled.
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