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3 Pressure groups

Short answer questions

A1 

· Definition, types and examples of pressure groups

· Ways pressure groups seek to influence Congress might include:

· direct contact with members and senior staff

· direct contact with relevant committees and their staff

· organising constituents to contact members

· publicising members’ voting records

· endorsements; campaigning; fund-raising

· Reasons why pressure groups seek to influence Congress might include:

· to forward their agenda

· to forward legislation they support; stop legislation they oppose

· see members who support their agenda get re-elected; those who do not try to defeat them

A2 

· Explain the term ‘professional lobbyists’ and give examples.

· Where do they try to have an impact?

· Congress

· the executive branch

· the courts

· Give examples of the impact they have had.

· Reasons why their impact has been controversial might include:

· money becomes an all-deciding factor

· ‘special interests’ do not always equal ‘national interest’

· they tend to be elitist and unaccountable

· inequalities of power

· the revolving door syndrome

· the means used, e.g. ‘direct action’

A3 

· Definition, types and examples of pressure groups.

· Important functions performed by pressure groups might include:

· representation

· promoting citizen participation

· public education

· agenda building

· programme monitoring

· Give examples throughout.

Essay questions

B1 

· Definition, types and examples of pressure groups.

· Clarify the ‘political issues that dominate US politics’. These might include:

· environmental, e.g. global warming

· economic, e.g. taxation

· law and order, e.g. capital punishment

· social, e.g. immigration, healthcare

· moral, e.g. abortion

· equality and rights, e.g. affirmative action, guns, freedom of speech

· Taking some of the above (or other examples), show how pressure groups can dominate the policy debate in Congress, in the executive branch, and in the courts.

· Examine whether this is a good or a bad thing: whether pressure groups advance or hinder policy-making.

· Examine whether the views put forward by pressure groups tend to represent the extremes, rather than ‘the middle ground’, e.g. over abortion, guns, global warming.

B2 

· Definition, types and examples of pressure groups.

· Show an understanding of ‘democracy’, which is likely to mention participation and choice.

· Arguments for pressure groups enhancing democracy might include:

· they give information allowing for more informed policy choices

· they advocate and organise political participation, both between and at elections

· they enhance the voice of minorities in the democratic process

· they provide choices in terms of policy preferences

· Arguments for pressure groups hindering democracy might include:

· they tend to be elitist

· money has too much influence 

· their ‘special’ interests often conflict with ‘national’ interests

· there are inequalities of influence

· some of their methods may be viewed as undemocratic

· they may tend to extreme positions, rather than giving a voice to the broad, middle ground

· Make some final conclusion as to the balance of the argument.

B3 

· Definition, types and examples of pressure groups.

· Show an understanding of what is meant by ‘in Washington DC’, i.e. the three branches of the federal government – Congress, the executive branch, the Supreme Court, i.e. policy making and enactment, policy execution and policy enforcement and interpretation.

· Factors likely to lead to success might include:

· effective organisation and leadership

· effective links to key players, committees, departments, agencies

· money

· a large membership

· weaker status and less effectiveness of the opposition

· popularity and achievability of the group’s goal(s)
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