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Edexcel AS Geography 

5 Unequal spaces

1
(a)
The spatial distribution of multiple deprivation in Leeds is highly uneven. Deprivation is concentrated in the inner city in suburbs such as Beeston and Armley. Sectors of deprivation also extend northeast, northwest and south into the outer suburbs. Some of these areas will include large peripheral estates of social housing. Deprivation is least in the outer suburbs and especially in an arc to the north of the city centre, which includes suburbs such as Horsforth, Pudsey and Roundhay. In the rural exurbs, prosperous villages such as Bramhope and Collingham have very low levels of deprivation. 
[10]

(b)
Fieldwork and research concentrated on the main village in a rural parish. Fieldwork observation focused on the quality of housing and evidence of recent service decline 
(e.g. old shop frontages, former pubs and churches). A questionnaire survey of residents investigated their perceptions of inequality in the village, social divisions between incomers and long-established residents, access to essential services (e.g. shops, doctors). Analysis included differences in responses related to age, mobility, economic activity and so on. Fieldwork data were supported by census information on levels of housing benefits, health and morbidity and employment, using the smallest output areas. Multiple deprivation — the index of multiple deprivation and dimensions of deprivation related to income, housing, health and education — was assessed from government databases (2011). 
[15]

(c)
Despite concerted efforts by government agencies and the private sector, inequality remains high in the UK compared to other OECD countries. This is especially true in large urban areas. 



In the past decade Area Action Plans (AAPs) have been the main instrument for tackling urban poverty and inequality. AAPs are partnership schemes between the public and private sectors which aim to tackle some of the worst area inequality and deprivation in British cities. Through involvement with the local community (and other stakeholders) they address long-term issues such as worklessness, drug abuse, crime and anti-social behaviour, poor levels of education, training and skills, housing shortages and so on. 



AAPs such as New East Manchester (NEM) and East and Southeast Leeds (EASEL) have made significant progress in reducing inequality in areas of extreme deprivation. Their integrated approach concentrates resources within relatively small areas; targets economic, social and environmental problems; and involves local communities and a wide range of stakeholders. This strategy has proved more successful than the property-led approaches of the 1980s and 1990s which saw the redevelopment of run-down areas like London’s Docklands and Salford Quays. 
[10]
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