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Edexcel A2 Geography 

4 Superpower geographies

Now test yourself answers 

1
The main types of power are: 


•
economic power (e.g. wealth to buy resources and to export)


•
military power (e.g. access to nuclear weapons)


•
cultural power (to promote a particular way of life and set of values)


•
geographical power (sphere of influence)

2
Hard power is exercised mainly by military strength, whereas soft power is the gentle (imperceptible) promotion of culture, values and geographical influence mainly through the mass media.

3
A unipolar pattern of power prevailed, with Britain and its empire providing the focus.

4
•
Modernisation theory states that economic development is a five-stage process or pathway that is eventually followed by all countries. 


•
Dependency theory states that the developed world keeps the developing world in a state of underdevelopment so that it can exploit its cheap resources. 


•
World-systems theory states that the world is divided into a core, semi-periphery and periphery.

5
They all have their limitations, so it is impossible to positively favour any one theory. Modernisation theory wrongly assumes that all countries will follow exactly the same pathway. In dependency theory the emergence of the NICs and the BRICs is not properly explained. World-systems theory is more a description of the world rather than an explanation of how and why the three divisions have developed.

6
World-systems theory argues that industrial capitalism was born in Europe and that the rise of China and India simply represents another step in the growth and spread of the global economy. Dependency theory sees the current situation as simply a shift back to a much older world order (more than 300 years ago) when China and India were powerful economic forces.

7
Colonialism involves the direct control (i.e. government) of ‘overseas’ territories. Neo-colonialism involves a more indirect control of developing countries. It is largely exercised through such things as military protection (i.e. defence), direct foreign investment and aid. Therefore, the differences relate to the method of control but the aims are similar — exploitation of the resources of other countries and the extension of geographical influence.

8
The intergovernmental organisations are the World Bank, the IMF, the UN and the WTO.

9
Because of their wealth and purchasing power, developed countries are able to ‘control’ the prices of low-value commodities that they import from developing countries. At the same time, the developed countries are able to set high prices on their exports of goods and services.

10
Consumerism is the belief that wealth and the ability to buy goods and services leads to happiness. Capitalism is the belief that production should be determined by private decisions rather than by state control. Democracy is the belief that everyone has the right and freedom to vote.

11
Cultural globalisation is the spread of a ‘uniform’ culture that has its roots in North America and Europe. The term ‘Westernisation’ is used to describe it, as well as terms such as ‘Americanisation’, ‘McDonaldisation’ and ‘Disneyfication’. It embodies a set of values and attitudes relating to such aspects as consumerism, democracy, individualism and economic freedom. The spread of this global culture threatens and is already diluting traditional cultures.

12
The factors include: 


•
the internet and the access to information that it offers


•
the spread of English as the international language of business and the media


•
the global growth of tourism and cultural mixing


•
increased air travel and the spread of cultural ideas


•
the global spread of TNCs and brand logos

13
The benefits of economic growth include: 


•
rising wages and salaries


•
rising standard of living


•
improving quality of life


•
social mobility and a growing middle class

14
The benefits include: 


•
the sale or trading of raw materials in exchange for manufactured goods and services


•
the receipt of considerable amounts of aid, much of it ‘tied’ to the exploitation of resources

15
Given the energy gap (between demand and supply) and the passing of peak oil, ownership of oil and gas reserves is becoming a powerful bargaining chip. Such ownership brings with it economic and geographical power.

16
They threaten largely through their growing economic power. They also threaten in that they are competing for access to the same non-renewable resources. Manufacturers in emerging nations are challenging (in price) those in the old core countries.

17
There is an increased risk of an arms race, possibly a nuclear one, in the Middle East and East Asia as emerging superpowers and other countries challenge the USA’s status as the dominant superpower. There is also the prospect of rising tensions as the BRICs vie with each other in their search for new resources in the developing world. With oil and water running short, there is likely to be more resource nationalism, i.e. countries will become more possessive of their resources and less disposed to share them.

18
The growth of Islamic fundamentalism and its strong opposition to what it sees as the moral corruption of the West is a source of tension. Another source is the West’s perception that the Islamic world is intent on the destruction of Israel and the acquisition of nuclear weapons. The Islamic treatment of women also gives rise to a certain amount of concern, if not tension.
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