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Edexcel A2 Geography 

13 Consuming the rural landscape — leisure and tourism

Now test yourself answers 

1
•
Leisure is time that is spent away from work or time that is considered free time.


•
Recreation refers to the activities and pursuits that people take part in during leisure time. 


•
Tourism is when people travel away from their usual place of living for leisure or business reasons and the activities that people participate in during this time away.

2
Reasons include:


•
more leisure time as people receive more paid holiday from work


•
an increase in global wealth, personal incomes and the rise of a global middle class


•
improved technology leading to cheaper transport, especially air travel


•
an increase in life expectancy and the opportunity for retired people to travel


•
increased awareness of exotic and far-away places through television, magazines and the internet

3
Refer to Figure 13.2, which focuses on tourism in remoter wilderness areas, farmscapes and accessible rural areas and the rural–urban fringe.

4
Views may include:


•
Governments, which may act to protect areas of beauty for future generations or choose to designate areas of land for recreation purposes through the creation of National Parks, for example.


•
Intergovernmental agencies such as Landscapes for People, Food and Nature, which promote the integrated management of rural landscapes. The European Landscape Convention promotes the protection, management and planning of European landscapes and organises European cooperation on landscape issues.


•
Businesses, which can have a vested interest in how the rural landscape is used, including farmers, loggers, hotel owners and extreme sports companies. Some businesses may wish to protect the landscape, whereas others are more focused on exploiting it for commercial gain.


•
Pressure groups such as the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE), which work to ensure that the British countryside is protected for all to enjoy now and in the future.


•
Communities, which are home to groups of people who live in villages or small towns and have a vested interest in how the rural landscape around them is used. Many of these people depend on the rural landscape to earn a living.


•
Individuals, who have a relationship with the rural landscape — and whether it should be used for commercial or recreational reasons, or a combination of both — often have their own views.

5
Conflicts include:


•
walkers conflicting with mountain-bike users as they compete for the same tracks


•
those seeking peace and quiet in the countryside as opposed to those who wish to use quad bikes


•
the problems of increased traffic in National Parks


•
footpath erosion and its impact on biodiversity

6
•
Ecological and physical value refers to the condition of the landscape and the attributes and resources that the landscape can offer


•
Socio-cultural value refers to how the landscape contributes to the physical and mental health of people or enhances their wellbeing


•
Economic value refers to the financial value of the land if it were to be sold and the value of activities that could take place there.

7
Refer to Figure 13.3. Factors such as natural factors, cultural factors, landscape quality/condition and aesthetic factors.

8
•
The carrying capacity model puts forward the notion that a rural landscape can cope only with a limited number of people before the landscape is put at risk of damage. It argues that there is a threshold of people using the landscape, which if exceeded will lead to damage. 


•
The resilience model argues that there is a limit to the ability of a rural landscape to withstand pressure and remain intact and if this is exceeded then damage will occur.

9
•
Qualitative methods are those that are subjective and do not rely on statistical or numerical data. Such methods may refer to the ‘look’ and ‘feel’ of the rural landscape and can be assessed through photographs, field sketches, environmental impact assessments and interviews. 


•
Quantitative methods are those that rely on hard numerical data and statistics, such as counting the types of species of plants that may exist in a landscape or the number of visitors who may use the area.

10
Negative impacts include:


•
Trampling — the number of walkers over time can damage the rural landscape by wandering from designated footpaths.


•
Pollution — through air pollution from the build-up of large numbers of vehicles, particularly during the peak holiday season, as well as water pollution and littering.


•
Erosion — from many uses such as walking, mountain biking and quad biking, all of which can lead to the erosion of both designated footpaths and surface rocks.


•
Habitat disturbance — people using the rural landscape unwittingly disturb the natural environment of plants and animals.

11
Positive impacts include:


•
Wildlife conservation — wildlife and the landscape itself are encouraged to be protected and conserved, both for the enjoyment of visitors and for the people who live there.


•
River restoration — organisations such as the River Restoration Centre (RRC) work to promote, facilitate and support best practice in river, watercourse and floodplain management in rural landscapes across the UK.


•
Conservation of heritage sites — England’s National Parks contain over 63 300 listed buildings, more than 10 400 nationally important ancient monuments and some 300 designated historic parks and gardens.

12
National Parks in the UK have moved beyond being passive landscapes that people used to visit to enjoy quiet solitude; now they are much more ‘active’ areas as people use them for extreme sports activities such as hang-gliding, paragliding and mountain biking.

13
See Table 13.1.

14
Refer to Figure 13.4. Methods range from total protection to total exploitation and include: 


•
scientific reserves


•
wildlife reserves and parks


•
extractive reserves


•
economic development integrated into conservation


•
exploitation with token protection

15
Management strategies include:


•
Preservation — keeping the environment in its natural state with minimal human use allowed. It can also apply to historic buildings or landmarks that make up the rural landscape.


•
Conservation — more active management to protect the rural landscape through particular policies, actions or initiatives, often alongside human use of the area.


•
Stewardship — responsible planning and actions in order to maintain and enhance working rural landscapes. The Scottish Rural Stewardship Scheme was set up provide assistance to encourage farmers to adopt environmentally friendly practices.


•
Sustainable management — the rural landscape is managed in order that it can be enjoyed by people now as well as by generations in the future. This approach often involves ensuring local people can continue to make a living in the area.


•
The growth of ecotourism — people travel to remote and pristine rural landscapes with the intention of causing minimal damage to the environment. Such tourism often involves an element of conservation.

16
Mitigation strategies are used to lessen the impact of tourists to rural areas, such as using natural materials to repair footpaths and walkways to prevent erosion.

17
Your answer will depend on your choice of case study material and the way research has been carried out to investigate conflict in rural areas. It will most likely focus on:


•
the views of the residents or people who live in the rural landscape


•
the role the government plays in the preservation or conservation of the landscape


•
any pressure groups that may exist and how they are affecting the use of the landscape


•
the interests of business and industry

18
Ways of managing rural landscapes include:


•
direct, such as regulations


•
indirect, such as physical alterations


•
hard, such as paths and fences


•
soft, such as land-use zoning
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