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Edexcel A2 Geography 

5 Bridging the development gap

Exam practice sample answers

1
(a)
Development is a process which means people's quality of life improves e.g. their income, health or housing. Not all people manage to have the same level of development because some people are held back. Figure 1 shows groups of people who have been held back.



In Pakistan some groups of people have a much higher percentage of primary school completion. The average is 38% but rural areas only have 30% and females 17%. There are two reasons for this. First, rural areas have fewer schools. They are probably poorer than urban areas and people can’t afford school. Some people might make their kids work in fields rather than send them to school. Second, women have less power in traditional societies like Pakistan especially in the countryside where traditions are strongest and women are not expected to be educated. If a family can only send one child to school they would send a boy.



The main reason for the differences in Guatemala could be prejudice. The native Indian and white groups have different poverty levels: 76% for native Indians and 41% for white Hispanic compared to the average of 56%. Native Indians might be discriminated against so they have a worse education and end up getting worse jobs. This is similar to aborigines in Australia. 



Both countries have better urban scores compared to rural scores. Rural areas could suffer from lack of money and have poor transport and services. There are less opportunities in rural areas because they are less connected. In urban areas there could be jobs in TNCs and more opportunities. Many people migrate to megacities like Mumbai and Shanghai because of this.


(b)
Development is a complex process that involves improvement across a spectrum of factors such as economic wealth, social wellbeing, environment and even political and cultural freedom. Measuring development is difficult because no one statistic can reflect all of the different strands of development.



The most common way of measuring development differences between countries is using a single measure of wealth such as GDP per capita. Using this measure countries like the USA have a GDP per capita of $45,000 whereas the least developing countries would have $500–1,000 or in other words less than $1–2 per day. GDP per capita is not very accurate because the cost of living is lower in some places and higher in others. Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) GDP per capita takes this into account so is more useful because it reflects what people can actually afford in their country,



A big problem with any sort of GDP measure is that it is just one figure for the whole country. This means it is an average. In South Africa the average hides the fact that whites earn on average ten times more than black South Africans and people in cities earn more than in rural areas. On the other hand if there is lots of detail about regions, it becomes harder to compare countries because there is too much data and there is no ‘shock’ factor e.g. ‘40% of people earn less than $1 per day’.



Because development is about more than money some measures of development use an index to try and measure lots of aspects of development at once. One of these is the Human Development Index or HDI. It combines: 

· life expectancy

· literacy and school enrolment

· GDP per capita



This means it measures social as well as economic parts of development. Cuba has a fairly high HDI compared to its low GDP per capita. This is because the government invested in health and education in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s.



The Gender Development Index or GDI is used by the UN. It aims to show inequalities between men and women. It is similar to HDI but looks at the differences in male and female life expectancy, education and wealth. Countries where women were not treated equally e.g. Afghanistan would come out badly. GDI and HDI are useful for comparing countries in a broader way than just economic information and wealth.



Finally some development measures are linked to environmental sustainability. One is the ecological footprint measure. This basically measures how many resources e.g. fossil fuels, land, water, waste countries use. It is about the sustainability agenda in development. Countries with high eco-footprints of more than seven global hectares include the USA and middle east countries e.g. Dubai. These countries are developing in a way that makes life harder for future generations e.g. due to pollution and using up all resources. Some developed countries such as France and Sweden have lower eco-footprints which means their development is more sustainable. Eco-footprints are useful for showing how much a country is thinking about its future and its children.

2
(a)
The development gap is the gap between the richest and poorest. It is often viewed as the gap between the developed and developing world. Figure 5 has evidence that the gap is widening and narrowing at the same time.



Since 1950, the developed world has pulled away from other parts of the world. Western Europe’s multiple of world average income has risen from 2.5 in 1950 to close to 4 in 2010. Other developed countries (Canada, Japan, USA) have also increased from 4 to 4.75. Overall, these developed countries have pulled away from the developing countries beneath them, widening the gap.



The most obvious sign of a widening gap is the fact that Africa’s level has dropped slowly but continuously since 1950, suggesting it has become poorer in relation to the rest of the world. This is despite the fact that it was the poorest region in 1950. It has made no progress at all. Eastern Europe seems to have become poorer probably as a result of the collapse of communism in 1990. Recently it has picked up a little since some countries joined the EU.



However, there is strong evidence that the gap is narrowing in some regions. Asia saw a huge rise in incomes from 0.5 in 1950 to 1.5 in 2010 suggesting countries such as China and India are getting wealthier. Despite this, Asia has not really closed the gap on Western Europe, it has just kept pace. It has overtaken Latin America, which seems to have stagnated.  Overall, Europe (western and southern), Asia and other OECD countries seem to have become richer, but Eastern Europe, Latin America and Africa seem to have declined or stagnated, leading to a complicated picture of narrowing and widening. 


(b)
Aid is a simple term for a complex range of types of help. Aid can come in the form of official development assistance or ODA. This is finance for development that can be given bilaterally (country to country) or multilaterally — where countries like the UK contribute to donors such as the World Bank or UN. Aid can also be given via an NGO such as Wateraid or Oxfam. Aid could be money, or goods or even technical personnel.



It is important to recognise that some aid is not given to help narrow the development gap at all. Emergency aid can be bilateral, multilateral or given by an NGO but it is given to stabilise a situation during a disaster and help a country or region return to normality. Following the 2010 Haiti earthquake $3–4 billion was pledged in emergency aid but most of this will go to rebuild the affected regions, not raise Haiti up the development ladder.



Bilateral aid is often criticised for being ‘tied’. This means that the donor country attaches ‘strings’ to the aid. These usually mean the receiving country has to buy goods and services from the donor with the aid money. A famous example is the way the Pergau HEP dam in Malaysia was funded by UK bilateral aid but the aid was dependent on Malaysia buying British military equipment and the dam was built by Balfour Beatty, a UK company. While Malaysia did benefit from a new source of electricity, the UK seems to have benefited just as much.



About 30% of aid is multilateral and 70% bilateral. Multilateral aid is often given in a top-down way to fund large-scale projects such as dams, ports and air ports. This type of aid might help develop essential infrastructure to help a country develop. Often it is focused on economic development but sometimes this is at the expense of social development. People might be ignored when large-scale development projects are planned. In theory, as a country develops, the benefits of the aid should ‘trickle down’ to everyone but it is not always clear that this happens. The $900 million World Bank funded Mumbai Urban Transport Project was criticised for failing to re-house 17,000 people moved out of the way for bridges, roads and railways. 



It is often said that the most effective way to bridge the development gap is to focus on small-scale, local projects that actually help individual people develop and improve their quality of life. Many NGOs work in this way. This type of aid has the benefit of being low cost and community based, but often it has a small footprint so the total number of people helped is small. Wateraid has helped 20 million people gain access to safe drinking water since 1981, but there are still 900 million people worldwide without it. Wateraid provides small-scale hand-pumps and wells which improve people’s health and well-being but don’t necessarily improve their economic development. Some small-scale NGO-led aid such as Grameen Village Phone does focus on income generation development. Grameen provides micro-credit loans to women in Bangladesh to buy mobile phones and earn a living from charging people to use them. This extra income could be used for clean water, food education and health care. 



Overall, aid can help bridge the development gap. It is often misused and often suffers from corruption. There is a place for aid from a variety of organisations but aid can’t be expected to help everyone as the amount of aid is always going to be limited by the generosity of donors. 
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