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Edexcel A2 Geography 

13 Consuming the rural landscape — leisure and tourism

Exam practice sample answer

Plan 

· Yes, Why conflicts — impacts physical and human landscape: positive, negative, direct, indirect, short and long term, economic/social/environmental

· No: role of management in increasing/decreasing impacts.

· NB DRACQ
Definitions
My case studies

What does the title mean?

Models

My references

Introduction
Rural areas globally are associated with agriculture, forestry and mining, but increasingly demands are made on them for leisure pursuits and even tourism as people have employment allowing more disposable income and time. An ageing population can also generate more demand. The demand is both for the space, to allow urban areas more room for developments like sports grounds and shopping centres, and also the landscape the rural area has, for example any National Park area. Rural areas range from the edge of cities, called the urban fringe right through to sparsely populated wilderness areas. It can even include places like the remote Himalayas or Antarctica.

Increased use means that there will be some conflicts between users; both the local residents and the incomers, and also possibly between the users. I will use the following case studies to examine these:

	Lots of controversy
	Less controversy

	2nd Homes in Lake District and Spain
Machu Piccu Peru
Glastonbury
	Antarctica
Bryce Canyon
CAMPFIRE Zimbabwe


Methodology
I tried to use a variety of sources for my report, Textbooks, Geography Magazines and Geofiles were very useful and relatively unbiased, and Internet sites helped greatly. I used Wikipedia, the BBC and Tourism Concern especially. I also used YouTube especially in areas I didn’t know much about. I went to a lecture by the British Antarctic Survey where I could ask questions which was very helpful too, and my original knowledge on second homes comes from personal experience. I also used some material from AS e.g. Glastonbury.

Section 1: UK
My first case study is of rebranded rural areas in the UK: many farms and open spaces are now used for outdoor festivals of all sorts: Glastonbury is one of the most famous. This started on Worthy Farm Pilton back in 1970 with about 1,500 people attending. By 2009 over 180,000 were attracted to this normally sleepy rural area and it is probably the largest green field open-air music and performing arts festival in the world. The visitors and all the support needed from catering, policing, etc., means a lot of pressure is generated over a short time in an area miles away from major motorways and train stations. On a positive note £75m is put into the local and national economy from the festival. Some locals benefit from renting out rooms. Key management includes noise monitoring, added public transport and policing, solar heated showers and the ‘leave no trace’ policy to encourage visitors to clean up after themselves. Post-festival waste is a sight to see, but at least 50% gets recycled in the great clear-up. A major issue is the disposal of sewage, and in 2003 the Environment Agency said over 4,000 fish died because of people using the streams on site as toilets (references: Glastonbury website’s student pack and Mendip Council).

Section 2: Peru
This case study is of a honey pot site in a nature reserve in the LEDC of Peru, under increasing pressure from tourists; over 500,000 a year focused on the remote Inca ruins of Mach Pichu. The local community is very poor, unlike those around Glastonbury but doesn’t always benefit from all these visitors and the guides are paid poor wages. It also has major problems with waste and sewage and also erosion on the paths on the steep mountains. The controversy is because of environmental and social effects, although better management is being attempted by the government helped by UNESCO because it is so important it is a World Heritage Site. My diagram below shows how the carrying capacity is being improved (reference Geofile 2008).
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My last case study on areas where there is a lot of controversy is that of second homes in areas as different as Spain and the Lake District. The USA is thought to be the country in the world with the largest proportion of tourism second homes but there are also high numbers now in Europe. People from cities buy houses in the Lake District which they use occasionally, often bringing all their shopping with them, leaving local services underused for most of the year. The average across the Lake District National Park is 15% of all houses are second homes, rising in some honeypots to 40% in picturesque places like Skelwith Bridge, near Ambleside and Patterdale, near Ullswater. This forces up house prices and keeps poorer young locals out. The National Park Authority would like to make all newly built houses only available for locals but it is difficult to implement. At least now they have to pay a proper council tax for their second homes, which puts money back into the local economy. The controversy over these ‘ghost towns’ differs according to how many people are affected, so many places with less second homes in the Lake district are not so upset because they benefit more from tourism. Also if second home owners rent out their houses, this means more visitors and more income in a year.

Second homes are located near attractive locations, such as the sea, lakes, mountains or rural areas, and with cheap air flights now, Spain, especially Costa Blanca and Costa del Sol has increasingly been targeted for second homes as well as permanent retirement homes especially by residents from UK and Germany. There is less controversy here because the Spanish government has encouraged such investment (references LDNPA and various newspaper articles and AS notes from On the Move). 

Section 3: Antarctica
Small-scale tourism began in the 1950s, with commercial tour operators providing passenger ships for brave and wealthy travellers. Technology advances meant the first specially designed, ice-strengthened cruise ship went there in 1969, since when tourists have increased from under 9,000 in the early 1990s to over 46,000 a year now. The Antarctic Treaty allows tourism, and all tour operators running visits to Antarctica are members of IAATO, which tries to ensure that tourism is environmentally friendly and safe. The BAS gives small groups a guided tour of their research sites like Rothera but Dr John Shears, says the Norwegian cruise ship which ran aground on Deception Island in 2007 was ‘a big wake-up call’ and more stringent supervision of tourism is needed. The agreements for numbers of cruise ships and landings is only voluntary. There are issues with penguins and alien species being introduced by mistake.

So, remote though it is, Antarctica is an example of a wilderness area with some pressures, with some management but increasing threats.
Section 4: CAMPFIRE
This is a fairly sustainable project beginning in the 1980s to help rural development and conservation by using tourism in Zimbabwe. Many local people were evicted from their homes when National Parks were created and stopped from their traditional hunting but the protected animals often roam outside Park boundaries, destroying crops and killing livestock and sometimes people. The new scheme encourages locals to protect wildlife and guide small groups of wealthy tourists wanting to be trophy hunters. Development of specialist areas e.g. culture tourism, bird watching and visits to hot springs are planned. Some local people are employed directly as guides or run local facilities for tourists. They also sell live animals to other National Parks and wildlife meat if plentiful. (reference textbooks and Global Eye.)

Final conclusion
My case studies show that there are all sorts of controversies surrounding using rural areas for both leisure and tourism.

The controversy in Antarctica is largely outside the continent since no one permanently lives there. Conservationists are worried that tourists may permanently damage the area from direct trampling and indirectly through cruise ships creating pollution. The issue is the upsetting of the local ecosystem and landscape which is unique on earth.

In Zimbabwe there is less controversy because locals are working with the ecotourists visiting their area. In the Lake District conflicts arise from creation of ‘ghost towns’, but they are less controversial in the Costa del Sol. Locals in Machu Pichu are divided over the tourists visiting them, but the carrying capacity model suggested management may be helping.
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